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Abstract—A new IS-like element (604 bp) was revealed in the genome of several Acidithiobacillus ferrooxi-
dans strains isolated from diverse biotopes. It includes 26-bp imperfectly matched terminal inverted repeats
(TIRs), similar in structure to the TIRs of the ISAfel insertion element. The 60-bp DNA fragment adjacent to
the right TIR (TIRR) exhibits pronounced homology with the similarly located DNA fragments in ISAfel and
IST445, as well as with the internal fragment of ISAfel encoding the transposase gene (nucleotides from 254
to 311 bp). The central section of ISAfe600 is unique and exhibits no homology with any prokaryotic DNA. A
duplication of 8 bp of the target DNA was found in the ISAfe600 insertion site. One to four copies of ISAfe600
were revealed by Southern hybridization in the genome of A. ferrooxidans strains studied. The number of
ISAfe600 copies varies depending on the growth conditions (energy substrate). Since open reading frames big
enough to encode transposase are not presert in the structure of ISAfe600, it may be a deficient IS element; its
translocation is possibly achieved under control of the ISAfel transposase.
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Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans is a gram-negative,
mesophilic, acidophilic, chemolithoautotrophic bacte-
rium. A. ferrooxidans uses inorganic substrates (ferrous
iron, elemental sulfur, reduced sulfur compounds, and
a number of sulfide minerals) as a source of energy and
CO, as a source of carbon. A. ferrooxidans strains iso-
lated from different biotopes exhibit diverse genotypic
and phenotypic traits [1, 2]. Each strain of A. ferrooxi-
dans has a unique pattern of chromosomal DNA Xbal
restriction, which has been analyzed by pulsed-field gel
electrophoresis [3]. The structural polymorphism of the
chromosomal DNA is a consequence of the rearrange-
ments of large genomic segments. Homologous recom-
binations between dispersed copies of transposable ele-
ments can rearrange these segments. Repetitive trans-
posable DNA sequences are present in the genome of
many A. ferrooxidans strains. The genome of A. fer-
rooxidans contains several families of insertion
sequences, e.g., ISAfel, IST2, IST3091, and 1ST445
[4-8]. We have previously applied PCR (polymerase
chain reaction) to the analysis of IS elements in
genomes of five A. ferrooxidans strains isolated from
diverse environments [9]. The oligonucleotide primers
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complementary to the terminal inverted repeats (TIRs)
of ISAfel and IST2 elements were used in this work.
When using genomic DNA from A. ferrooxidans
strains as templates, two types of DNA fragments were
obtained by PCR, some similar in size and structure to
ISAfel (1300 bp) and some shorter DNA fragments of
approximately 600 bp. In the case of two strains (TFL-2
and TFBk), only ISAfel elements were produced, while
in the other three strains (TFO, TEN-d, and TFV-1),
only the 600 bp DNA fragment was amplified. At the
same time, only the 1300 bp fragment corresponding to
the ISAfel element was amplified in the case of strains
ATCC 19859 and ATCC 23270" which were used as
reference standards. Since the nucleotide sequences of
the PCR primers corresponded precisely to the TIRs of
the ISAfel element (20 of 26 nucleotides), it was logical
to expect the 600 bp DNA fragment to be an insertion
element as well. It was, however, unclear whether this
IS element was a deletion derivative of ISAfel or a new
IS of unique structure. In order to elucidate this prob-
lem, the 600 bp DNA fragments from strains TFO and
TFN-d were cloned into the pBluescriptII(SK+) vector
plasmid and sequenced. The preliminary sequencing
results revealed that the DNA being analyzed had
unique structure; the 600 bp DNA fragment is therefore
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Oligonucleotide primers used in the experiments
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Ohggrnilrlrfé;:;)tlde Sequence (5'-3") Application
ELIf TCG TCG GAT TGA GTG GGT AG PCR amplification of ISAfel DNA
E1.2r TCG TCA TTT CAA GTG GGT AG
IPIf CCT TGC CTT GCT TGG TTT CC Inverse PCR
IPIr AGA CCA CGG AAG CAT CCT GA
P2f TGC AGG AGG CAA GGT GC
P2r GTA TCG TGA ACG CAA GC
IP3f TGA TCT CTC TGT GCT GC
IP3r CAT GGA GCA ACA AGG TC
IPdir CCA ACC TCC ATC AAT GG Probe design for DNA-DNA hybridization
[Prev GAC CTT GTT GCT CCA TG
a new insertion element, tentatively designated solid nutrient medium. The medium consisted of three

ISAfe600 [9].

The aim of the present work was to determine the
complete nucleotide sequence of ISAfe600 and of the
DNA adjacent to its two ends, to find out the number of
ISAfe600 copies in the genomes of the five A. ferrooxi-
dans strains under study (by means of Southern hybrid-
ization), and to elucidate its possible involvement in
genomic rearrangements occurring in the course of
adaptation of A. ferrooxidans cells to new energy sub-
strates.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Bacterial strains and growth conditions. Experi-
ments were carried out with five A. ferrooxidans strains
isolated from diverse environments: TFV-1, TFL-2,
TFEBk, TEN-d, and TFO [9]. Two collection strains,
A. ferrooxidans ATCC 19859 and ATCC 23270" were
used as reference strains. The strains were purified by
repeated serial dilutions in a Silverman and Lundgren
medium (9K) [10], followed by repeated (three times)
single colony isolation on plates of the same medium
with 0.5% agarose (Difco, USA) as solidifying agent.
The culture purity was confirmed both by microscopy
and by the physiological tests based on the ability of
A. ferrooxidans to oxidize ferrous iron, elemental sul-
fur, and sulfide minerals under autotrophic conditions
and on its inability to grow on organic substrates [10].
The strains were grown in a 9K medium at 28-30°C on
a shaker (150 rpm) in 250-ml Erlenmeyer flasks con-
taining 100 ml of the medium or in 5-1 bottles contain-
ing 31 of the medium, with aeration (3 1 min™"). The
inoculum ratio was 10% v/v. The strains were adapted
to elemental sulfur by means of sequential transfers
onto solutions of mineral salts [10] containing 10 g 1!
of elemental sulfur instead of ferrous iron (more then
20 passages). The cultures adapted to sulfur were main-
tained on the same medium as sulfur and transferred to
a fresh medium at least once a month.

Subcloning of A. ferrooxidans strains. Subcloning
was performed by plating of A. ferrooxidans cells on
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solutions. Solution 1 contained the following (g/1):
(NH,),SO,, 5.0; KCl, 0.17; K,HPO, - 3H,O, 0.83;
MgSO, - 7TH,0, 0.83. Solution 2 contained the follow-
ing (per 1 1): FeSO, - 7H,0, 100 g; and 10 N H,SO,,
8 ml. Solution 3 contained (g/l) agarose for electro-
phoresis (La Chema, Czechoslovakia), 25.0. Solution 1
was autoclaved at 1 atm; solutions 2 and 3, at 0.5 atm.
Agarose solution was liquefied and cooled to 41°C; the
other two solutions were heated to 41°C. Three parts of
solution 1, one part of solution 2, and one part of solu-
tion 3 were combined and distributed (30 ml per plate).
The isolated colonies were collected after 12 days of
incubation, transferred to test tubes with 10 ml of
medium [10] and incubated in batch mode for six days
at 28°C. The genomic DNA was obtained from the har-
vested biomass according to the microscale procedure
(which is a modification of the large scale method)
developed in our laboratory.

Large scale procedure for preparation of
genomic DNA. The large scale procedure for prepara-
tion of genomic DNA and other DNA manipulations
was performed as described previously [9, 11].

PCR procedure. PCR amplification of ISAfe600
elements from the genomic DNA of A. ferrooxidans
strains was carried out as described previously [9]. In
all the PCR experiments, a mixture of 7ag- and Pfu-
DNA polymerases was used (at a 50 : 1 ratio of the
activities). Ten picomol of each of the two primers
(ELIf + E1.2r) (table, Fig. 1) and 10-20 ng of genomic
DNA (template) were added to 50 ul of the reaction
mixture. The DNA fragments produced by PCR were
purified electrophoretically followed by elution from
agarose (Sigma, USA) gel, phosphorylated by phage
T4 polynucleotide kinase (Amersham, England), and
cloned using phage T4 DNA ligase (Promega, USA)
into the pBluescriptll(SK+) vector plasmid (Strat-
agene, USA), linearized by EcoRYV restriction endonu-
clease (Fermentas, Lithuania), and dephosphorylated
by alkaline phosphatase from calf intestine (CIAP)
(USB, USA). Recombinant DNA was introduced into
the cells of the recipient Escherichia coli XL-1 blue
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Fig. 1. Schematic representation of ISAfe600 and localization of primers annealing sites. The arrows (5'—3') indicate oligonu-
cleotide primer orientation. TIR; and TIRp are the left and the right terminal inverted repeats.

strain (Stratagene, USA) by the technique of elec-
trotransformation.

Inverse PCR. The genomic DNAs isolated from
three individual clones of A. ferrooxidans TFO were
used for inverse PCR. The procedure was performed ac-
cording to [12]. For this the samples of genomic DNA
(100 ng) were digested with pairs of blunt cutting re-
striction endonucleases: KspAl + Hindll; KspAl + Sspl;
Hindll + Sspl; Scal + Pvull; Scal + EcoRV; and Pvull +
EcoRV (Fermentas, Lithuania). All these restriction en-
donucleases generate blunt ends and cut outside the in-
sertion sequence. The treatment with restriction endo-
nucleases was performed overnight (12 h) at 37°C in
20 ul of the buffers supplied by the manufacturer of the
enzymes. At the next stage, circular DNAs were pro-
duced from the linear DNA fragments (restricts) by
phage T4 DNA ligase (Promega, USA); 3 activity units
of DNA ligase were added to 10 ng of restricted DNA.
Ligation was performed in 30 pl of the reaction mixture
for 14 h at 16°C. After ligation, the DNA samples were
frozen and stored at —20°C. In the inverse PCR experi-
ments, Encyclo polymerase mix and Encyclo buffer
(Evrogen, Moscow) were used. This DNA polymerase
mixture exhibits high 5' > 3' DNA polymerase activity,
contains proof reading 3' > 5' exonuclease activity, and
ensures automatic hot start. The PCR reaction mixture
(50 i) contained 3 mM MgCl,, 0.2 mM of each dNTP,
10 pmol of each of the two primers, and 1 pl of the so-
lution containing circular DNAs. The PCR products
(individual DNA fragments) were obtained by two-
round PCR with nested primers. Specific primers IP1f +
IP1r (Table) were used in the first round. The PCR con-
ditions were as follows: 30 s denaturing at 93°C; 30 s
annealing at 65°C; and 3 min synthesis at 72°C. The
number of cycles was 30-33. The PCR mixtures were
then diluted 50-100-fold with distilled water; and 1 pl
of these dilutions were used as PCR templates with an-
other pair of nested primers, IP2f + IP2r or IP3f + IP3r
(Table, Fig. 1). The PCR conditions for the second
round differed only in the annealing (30 s at 60°C) and
synthesis (1.5 min at 72°C) stages; the number of cy-
cles was 19-21. The individual DNA fragments ob-
tained by nested PCR were fractioned by electrophore-
sis in 0.8% low-melting agarose (Agarose ultra-pure,
Gibco BRL, USA). The DNA-containing gel zones

were excised and transferred to clean 0.7-ml centrifuge
test tubes. The DNA samples in agarose gel after melt-
ing at 60°C were used for re-amplification by PCR with
the appropriate primers and the mixture of Taq and Pfu
DNA polymerases (at a 50 : 1 ratio of the activities).
The re-amplified DNA was purified by preparative
electrophoresis in 0.8% agarose gel according to the
standard procedure [13] and cloned into the EcoRV site
of the pBluescriptl[(SK+) vector as described above.

DNA sequencing. DNA fragments incorporated
into a vector plasmid were sequenced by the dideoxy
chain termination method with a model 3 100 Avant
genetic analyzer (USA) using the M13/pUC direct and
M13/pUC reverse primer [14].

Southern analysis of genomic fragments. The
conditions for digestion of the genomic DNA by EcoRI
restriction endonuclease and electrophoresis of DNA
fragments in agarose gels, as well as the transfer of
DNA fragments to nylon membranes (blotting) were
performed as described previously [9]. Genomic DNA
samples (about 300 ng each) were digested by EcoRI
endonuclease and resulting EcoRI-restricts were sepa-
rated by electrophoresis in a 1% (w/v) agarose gel pre-
pared with Tris-acetate buffer [13] at 3.5 V/cm for 6 h.
DNA fragments were transferred from an agarose gel to
hybridization membranes in vacuum using Vacugene
2016 model (LKB Bromma, Sweden). GeneScreenplus
(DuPont, USA) nylon membranes were used for the
blotting procedure. Once the transfer was complete, the
membranes with immobilized DNA were dried and
then used for hybridization with probes containing a ra-
dioactive label.

Preparation of probes with radioactive label.
Specific probe for Southern hybridization was obtained
by PCR amplification of the unique internal DNA frag-
ment of ISAfe600, which was limited by the primers
IPdir and IPrev (Table, Fig. 1). The derivatives of
pBluescriptll(SK+) containing corresponding DNA
fragment were used as template in this PCR. Uniformly
labeled DNA probe was synthesized using Klenow’s
fragment of E. coli polymerase I (Promega, USA) and
the appropriate DNA template with a random 9-oligo-
nucleotide primer annealed on it [13]. [a-*?P] dATP
was used as a label. The reaction between DNA (PCR
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cgagaaagct G

aaagggttca

GGTAGAGGGC CGGGCCGAAA GACATCACCT

ATCAATGGGG TGGCTTCGCC TTCACCTTCC

CACTGTACAT CTCGGGCGCT GCCCGCCTCG

CCGCCTTGCT TGCCGCCTTC GCGTCAGGAT

CTTGCTTGGT TTCCATAGCC TCGCCCTCTT

ACATAAACAT AAACGAATTT ATATAACGGT

ATCAATCCCG GGCCCTGCTG GCTGCAAGAG

GGCACAGGTC TTCAGTGTCC GCCGACCCCA

GCTGAGCACC CGCAAAAACT TCATCAACAT

60

CTCTTCGTCG GATCGAGTGG GTAGGGGGGT

120

GGTCGGCGGC GGGCGCGGCT GCCAACCTCC

180

AAGCGGGCAG CACAGAGAGA TCAATGATCC

240

CTCGCTTGCG TTCACGATAC GCCGCCGACG

300

GCTTCCGTGG TCTGCCGCCG ACCCCCTTGC

360

GCCGTTGGCA CCTTTATGTA TATGACGGTG

420

GACATAAATT AGTCAGCCAA AATCACCCCA

480

GCAAGGTGCG CATGGAGCAA CAAGGTCGGC

540

TCACCTGGTT GGCGGACGCT CCCGTCGGCG

600

GGCCTACCTG ATCCTTTGGG TAAGCTGGAT

660

CTCGGGCTAC CCACTGGAAA TGACGAGGAA

cdataccatt]cegttotgec

agatttggtg

Fig. 2. Nucleotide sequence of ISAfe600 and adjacent regions. Lowercase indicates unique genomic sequences outside of
ISAfe600. Target-site duplications are indicated by letters enclosed in boxes. The nucleotide sequence of ISAfe600 is shown in
uppercase letters. The terminal inverted repeats are marked with arrows. The 60 bp DNA fragment of the internal part of ISAfe600
which exhibits pronounced homology with the similarly located DNA fragments in ISAfel and IST445 is underlined and is directly

adjacent to the right TIR.

product, 200 ng), a random primer (75 ng) and 2.5 MBq
[0-32P] dATP was conducted as described [13].

Prehybridization and hybridization were per-
formed as described [9]. The nucleotide sequence data
of the ISAfe600 element and the DNA fragment adja-
cent to ISAfe600 reported in this paper were deposited
in GenBank under accession number EF459502.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The nucleotide sequence of the internal part of
ISAfe600 The 600 bp DNA fragments, PCR products
obtained with ELIf + EL.2r primers from genomic DNA
of two A. ferrooxidans strains, TFO and TFNd, were
cloned into the pBluescriptll(SK+), as described in the
Materials and Methods section. The inserted 600 bp
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DNA fragments in recombinant plasmids were
sequenced from both termini with the universal primers
M13/pUCdir and M13/pUCrev. The DNAStar software
package was used to analyze the sequences obtained.
The analyzed DNA sequences have all the characteris-
tics of insertion elements: they contain internal part and
are flanked with 20 bp terminal inverted repeats, com-
pletely corresponding in structure to those of ISAfel.
The ISAfe600 sequences from two A. ferrooxidans
strains, TFO and TFNd, were found to be identical;
their precise length was 596 bp (Fig. 2). The BlastN
search revealed that the 60 bp fragment of ISAfe600,
adjacent to the right TIR (nucleotides position from 522
to 581 of ISAfe600), is homologous to the similarly
located DNA fragment of ISAfel and IST445, as well as
to the internal part of ISAfel, encoding the transposase
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Fig. 3. Electrophoretic analysis of inverse PCR products in
0.8% agarose gel. DNA fragments containing the left and
right segments of ISAfe600 were obtained by nested PCR
with IP2f + IP2r primers. DNA samples (diluted 100-fold)
from the first PCR round with IP1f + IPIr were used as tem-
plates. As original templates, circular DNA fragments
(restricts) were obtained by restriction of A. ferrooxidans
TFO genomic DNA by the following pairs of restriction
endonucleases: 1, (/) KspAl + Hindll; (2) KspAl + Sspl;
(3) H indll + Sspl;(4) Scal + Pvull; (5) Scal + EcoRV; and
(6) Pvull + EcoRV. M. is markers of the DNA fragment
length DNA (1 kb DNA ladder). The DNA fragments used
for cloning and sequencing are indicated by arrows.

gene (nucleotides from 254 to 311 of ISAfel) [7, 8]. At
the same time, the nucleotide sequence of the central
part of ISAfe600 (region from 27 to 521 bp) was
unique; i.e., it had no significant homology to any
known prokaryotic and eukaryotic DNA (the exception
is the short 19-21 bp DNA segments, which were found
to be homologoes to other DNA, data not shown). The
nucleotide sequence of ISAfe600 was translated in all
the six frames using the MapDraw program (included
in the DNAStar software package). Visual analysis of
translation products revealed no open reading frames
(ORF) in the structure of ISAfe600 large enough to
encode transposase (TPase). It is therefore clear that
ISAfe600 does not encodes TPase; i.e., it is a function-
ally inactive IS element incapable of independent trans-
position. We suggest that it is a defective IS element
derived from ISAfel or another IS-element of the ISL.3
family, which has lost the transposase gene but retained
TIRs similar in structure to those of ISAfel (the com-
plete primary structure of TIRs in ISAfe600; see
below). We believe that ISAfel TPase is possibly
responsible for the transposition of this element.
Indeed, several copies of ISAfel are usually present in
ISAfe600-containing A. ferrooxidans cells [9].

KONDRAT’EVA et al.

The structure of TIRs of ISAfe600 and of the
duplicated target DNA. The complete nucleotide
sequences of TIRs in ISAfe600 and the structure of the
target DNA were determined by inverse PCR [12].
Strain TFO was maintained in our laboratory for
9 years. Previously we observed a spontaneous loss of
IS elements in A. ferooxidans cultures after multiple
passages in the laboratory conditions (our unpublished
observations). To test if ISAfe600 is still present in the
majority of the cells in our TFO culture, fifty separate
clones were isolated and transferred to liquid media.
The samples of genomic DNA purified by microscale
procedure from the biomass of these clones were used
as templates in PCR with the primers ELIf+ E1.2r
(Table, Fig. 1). The single PCR product, a 600 bp DNA
fragment, was obtained for all template DNAs. It
should be noted that in no case were 1300 bp fragments
(ISAfel) observed in this set of PCR experiments. From
this result we conclude that ISAfe600 is present in the
overwhelming majority of the cells in bacterial popula-
tion of the original A. ferrooxidans TFO strain.

Three TFO subclones of the 50 investigated were
chosen for the subsequent work. These subclones were
cultivated in 100 ml of liquid medium [10] with ferrous
iron and the biomass obtained was used for large-scale
preparation of genomic DNA. The samples of genomic
DNA from the three subclones were treated with six
pairs of restriction endonucleases followed by treat-
ment with phage T4 DNA ligase. The samples of circu-
lar DNAs obtained in this way were used in inverse
PCR (see Materials and Methods).

For every pair of restriction endonucleases, inverse
PCR products were obtained. No differences in DNA
fragments distribution were revealed between the three
A. ferrooxidans TFO clones. It should be noted that
smears are usually formed in the course of the first
round PCR; we did not succeed in obtaining individual
DNA fragments when only one pair of primers was
used (e.g., IP1f + IPIr or IP2f + IP2r). Sufficiently pure
and homogeneous DNA fragments were obtained only
in the second PCR round with the nested primers
(Fig. 3).

The size of the DNA fragments obtained (inverse
PCR products) varied from 0.5 to 2.5 kb. As a rule, two
or three PCR fragments of different size were generated
for each pair of restriction endonucleases. The bands
corresponding to the DNA fragments of ca. 0.5 and
0.75 kb can be seen in almost every lane presented on
Fig. 3. Sequencing of these DNA fragments revealed
deletions in the 5' part of the IS element and in adjoin-
ing segments of the DNA (see below). Only larger
DNA fragments (over 0.75 kb) were found to contain
full-sized left and right segments of the ISAfe600-con-
taining products of double cleavage.

Five DNA fragments the products of inverse PCR
were cloned into pBluescriptll(SK+) and sequenced
(partially, from both ends): 0.75 kb fragment obtained
from (KspAl + Hindll) digestion; 2.5 kb fragment from
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(HindIl + Sspl) digestion; 1 kb fragment — from (Scal +
EcoRV); and 1.6 kb and 0.5 kb fragments — from (Pvull +
EcoRV) library. Sequencing of the 0.5-kb fragment ob-
tained from the (Pvull + EcoRV) library revealed a de-
letion including 112 nucleotides at 5' terminus of
ISAfe600 and a large adjacent fragment of the DNA.
The mechanism of formation of deletion derivatives is
not clear. On the one hand, these deletions may be in-
duced by ISAfe600 (it is well known that IS elements
induce deletions [15]). On other hand, deletions could
have possibly occurred in the course of formation of
circular DNA (at the ligation stage); their formation in
the course of two-round PCR is less probable.

The sequencing results for three big DNA fragments
cloned into pBluescriptlI(SK+) indicated that the nu-
cleotide sequences flanking ISAfe600 element were
identical in all cases (data not shown). In another
words, inverse PCR of strain TFO revealed only one
site for the insertion of ISAfe600 into the genomic
DNA. On the other hand, DNA/DNA hybridization re-
vealed three copies of ISAfe600 in TFO cells grown on
the medium with ferrous iron. As can be seen from
Fig. 4a, these copies are located in various portions of
the bacterial genome (in different EcoRI restricts). One
of the possible explanations for this discrepancy is that
ISAfe600 is a component of a larger system, probably
of a transposon, and moves together with it. One can
suggest several copies of this transposon may be simul-
taneously present in the bacterial genome. The results
of Southern hybridization do not exclude the possibility
of the plasmid localization of some of ISAfe600 copies.
Indeed, early in the cells of TFO strain a cryptic plas-
mid was observed by us [16]. Its size (approximately
14 kb) corresponds well to the most intensive hybrid-
ization band obtained for TFO strain (see the upper
band on Fig. 4a, line 2).

The visual analysis of the sequences thus obtained
revealed duplication of the target DNA at the boundary
between ISAfe600 and the chromosomal DNA; similar
to ISAfel [8], it consisted of 8 AT-rich nucleotides:
ATACCATT (Fig. 2). The complete sequences of TIR;,
and TIRg (26 nucleotides) were also determined. Fi-
gure 2 presents the complete nucleotide sequence of
ISAfe600 along with the adjacent short pieces (30 bp)
of DNA.

A comparison of TIR nucleotide sequences of
ISAfe600 and four other members of the ISL3 family is
shown in Fig. 5. The TIRs of the ISL3 family represen-
tatives vary in size from 15 to 39 bp [15]. The 26-bp-
long TIRs of ISAfe600 fit well into this range. The
sequences of left and right TIRs are not identical in
ISAfe600 containing the nucleotide substitutions in
both their internal parts and terminal regions.

The experimental data suggest the two-domain
composition of TIRg. One of these functional domains
is located inside TIR and is involved in transposase
binding. The second one, including two or three termi-
nal nucleotides, is involved in splitting and in the trans-
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Fig. 4. Southern blot analysis several strains of A. ferrooxi-
dans grown in a medium with ferrous iron (a), or adapted to
elemental sulfur (b). Genomlc DNA was cut with EcoRI
and hybridized with 3?P-labeled probe, derived from an
internal fragment of ISAfe600, and generated i in PCR with
IPdir + IPrev primers. Lines: (/) ATCC 23270T; (2) TFO;
(3) TFBK; (4) TFL-2; (5) TFV-1; (6) TEN-d; M is 1 kb DNA
ladder (Fermentas Lithuania). At the 51de DNA fragments
length in kb. The DNA of ATCC 232707 strain in a and b,
grown in the medium with ferrous iron, served as a refer-
ence.

fer of the DNA chain resulting in the IS element trans-
position [15]. Unlike ISAfel, the three terminal nucle-
otides in the TIRs of ISAfe600 (GGC and GGT) are not
identical (Fig. 5). Similar cases have been reported for
other IS elements of the ISL.3 family [15], for instance,
three terminal nucleotides (GCC and GGC) in the TIRs
of the ISAel.

The differences in the internal structure of TIR; and
TIRg in ISAfe600 and ISAfel revealed by sequencing
are also presented in Fig. 5 (they are shown in bold). We
believe that these small differences can not affect the
ability of ISAfe600 to form an active complex with the
transposase of ISAfel element.

The structure of DNA fragment flanking
ISAfe600 copy. We have read ca. 430 bp to the left and
over 340 bp to the right of the ISAfe600 element. A
total of ca. 770 bp of the A. ferrooxidans genome DNA
fragment was sequenced. The IS element was inserted
into this fragment. Apart from the 19-21 bp DNA seg-
ments, which were homologous to other DNAs, includ-
ing eukaryotic ones, BlastN analysis of the ISAfe600
sequence and of the DNA sequences flanking this IS
element (total length, 1385 bp) revealed no significant
homology to known prokaryotic sequences. BlastN
detects only relatively high homologies and requires
the presence of long identical fragments (11 bp by
default) for reliable operation. The tBlastx search,
detecting homologies at the level of amino acid
sequences encoded by a given nucleotide sequences,
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Insertion seguence
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Left and Right terminal IR sequence

ISAfe600 5" GGC TCT TCG
5’ GGT TCC TCG
ISAfel 9" GGEC TET 'TCG
5" GGC TCT TCG
ISAel 5" {GGC TET “TTT
57 GGEC TCT 'TTT
1513869 57 GGC TCT TCC
57 $GGC TCT “TCC
ISL3 5" GGC TCT ATA
5" GGC TCT TTG

TCG
TCA

TCG
TCA

GAA
GAA

GTT
GTT

ATT
TCA

GAT
TTT

GAT
TTT

TET
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Fig. 5. Alignment of TIR sequences of ISAfe600 and some other members of the ISL3 family. The sequences of ISAel, IS13869
and ISL3 TIRs are adopted from [15], where additional TIRs of the ISL3 family can be found. TIRr sequences are presented as a
complementary strand to facilitate the search for similarity. The differences between right and left TIRs in each IS element are high-

lighted by bold.

was therefore used. Analysis of the 1385 bp sequence
revealed high homology (over 50%) with bacterial tran-
scription regulators at the 5' region and with DNA
topoisomerases of various plasmids at the 3' terminus
(homology over 60%). The 3'-terminal homologous
fragment is located between 1385 and 1155 bp; the
5'-terminal one, between 260 and 68 bp. In this coordi-
nate system, ISAfe600 occupies the 439-1024 bp
region. Thus, the genome DNA sequences flanking
ISAfe600 in strain TFO probably also encode impor-
tant cellular proteins. This issue can be elucidated by
sequencing of longer fragments to the left and to the
right of ISAfe600.

The number of ISAfe600 copies in the genome of
five A. ferrooxidans strains. A. ferrooxidans strains
were either grown on media with ferrous iron or have
been cultivated with elemental sulfur for extensive pe-
riods of time. Genomic DNA was isolated from the har-
vested biomass. DNA was treated with EcoRI restric-
tion endonuclease (EcoRI does not cut the inside of
ISAfe600); the fragments thus obtained were separated
by electrophoresis in 0.8% agarose gel and were then
transferred to nylon filters. The 3?P-labeled internal
fragment of ISAfe600 DNA was obtained with E1.3f +
E1.4r primers and used as the specific probe for South-
ern hybridization (Table, Fig. 1). This DNA fragment
was unique and contained no homologies with ¢
ISAfel. Fig. 4 demonstrates the results of Southern hy-
bridization. One can see that no hybridization signals
with the probe were registered for the EcoRI fragments

of the DNA of the control strain ATCC 23270T. No hy-
bridization signals occurred also with the DNA frag-
ments of another control strain, ATCC 19859 (data not
shown). However, clear hybridization signals were ob-
tained for the DNA of strains TFO, TFN-d, TFBk and
TFL-2, grown either with ferrous iron (Fig. 4a) or with
elemental sulfur (Fig. 4b). Three hybridization bands
were observed for the DNA from strains TFO and
TFN-d grown with ferrous iron. One hybridization
band was recorded for strains TFBk and TFL-2. The
DNA fragments from strain TFV-1 did not hybridize
with the probe. It should be mentioned that in the
course of our experiments clear and relatively intense
hybridization signals were obtained with most of the
10 kb DNA ladder fragments; these fragments were
used as molecular mass standards. Small DNA frag-
ments of less than 2.0 kb, however, produced no hy-
bridization signal. The probe nucleotide sequences
probably contained homologies with some fragments
of the 10 kb DNA ladder. Under the experimental con-
ditions of hybridization and washing (with annealing
temperature of 65°C), 20 bp DNA-DNA homology is
known to be sufficient to obtain a hybridization signal.
Thus, our data indicated the presence of one to three
copies of ISAfe600 element in A. ferrooxidans ge-
nome. As for the strain TFV-1, for which no hybridiza-
tion signal was recorded, we suggest that this IS ele-
ment was present only in the genome of a small fraction

MICROBIOLOGY  Vol. 77

No. 4 2008



THE PRIMARY STRUCTURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ISAfe600

of the bacterial population, as indicated by the PCR de-
tection of ISAfe600 in one of TFV-1 clones [9].

Fig. 4b illustrates the distribution of hybridization
bands in the case of growth of the cells on elemental sulfur
as an energy substrate. One can see from this figure only
one hybridization signal was revealed in the DNA of strain
TFO grown under these conditions, i.e., the >10 kb hy-
bridization band was preserved. In the case of strain TFN-
d, an additional 2.4 kb hybridization band emerged. In two
other strains, TFBk and TFL-2, the band distribution did
not change; only one hybri-dization band persisted. These
results support ambiguous interpretation. Selection of
cells (clones) with specific phenotypes (genotypes) possi-
bly occurs when the substrate is changed. The presence of
ISAfe600 in specific loci of the bacterial DNA can influ-
ence the ability to utilize specific energy substrates. Alter-
natively, the adaptation to a new energy substrate (ele-
mental sulfur instead of ferrous iron) can be accompanied
by ISAfe600 transposition into a new locus of the chromo-
somal DNA (as in strain TFN-d) or by its excision from
the chromosome (as in strain TFO). These phenomena can
be related to the regulation of activity of certain specific
structural loci. Transpositions of IS elements in the chro-
mosomal DNA of A. ferrooxidans caused by changed cul-
tivation conditions were reported earlier [17-21].
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